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Mission 
 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students  
and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, and confident learners who flourish  

and contribute willingly in a changing world. 
 

 
Core Beliefs 

 
We believe that: 
 

• All people have inherent worth. 
• Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 
• The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 
• Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 
• All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 
• Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 
• Being trustworthy builds trust. 
• Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 
• A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 
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Philosophy 

 

 Along with the 2009 revision of the New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards, the music program in the Freehold 
Borough School District aims to embody sound practice based on 21st century methodologies to educate our children.  
The Freehold Borough School District embraces its diverse culture and teaches music to address the needs of all 
students.  Therefore, the focus of our curriculum is anchored in hands-on experiences, which encompass multiple eclectic 
pedagogical methodologies of music (e.g., Orff and Kodaly).  Learning experiences are differentiated in content, process, 
product, and educational technology based on the needs of the students.  Lessons are cross-curricular with other content 
areas, such as humanities, mathematics and science.  To collect diagnostic information on the curriculum and 
instructional practice, we utilize forms of formative and summative assessment.  These assessments are primarily 
kinesthetic in nature and fully inform enrichment or corrective instruction. 
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Grade: Kindergarten 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  

ta	  -‐	  l,	  titi	  -‐	  n,	  quarter	  rest	  –	  z/c,	  keeping	  
steady	  beat,	  fast	  vs.	  slow	  

 

Clapping,	  stepping,	  drumming	  to	  
music/beat.	  Rhythm	  heart	  chart.	  
Drawing	  notes	  and	  reading	  orff	  
rhythms.	  Groovy	  Games.	  Walk	  or	  
run	  in	  place	  to	  tempo	  
 

Melody	  

pitch	  matching,	  call	  and	  response,	  echo	  
singing,	  high	  vs.	  low,	  folk	  songs	  

 

Nursery	  rhymes,	  Where	  is	  
Thumbkin,	  Solfege,	  games	  on	  
Groovy	  Shapes.	  
 

Tone	  Color	  

instrument	  timbres	  and	  identification,	  
singing	  vs.	  speaking	  voice	  

	  

Play	  instrument	  sounds,	  show	  
charts	  of	  families,	  instrument	  
identification	  games,	  Groovy	  
music.	  
	  

Expression	  

dynamics,	  loud	  vs.	  soft,	  drawing	  to	  music	  

 

Stand	  high	  or	  low	  to	  music,	  stomp	  
or	  tiptoe	  to	  music,	  expressive	  
drawing	  to	  music	  
 

Movement	   free	  movement	  in	  space	   mirroring,	  leading	  with	  a	  body	  part	  

Resources	  
Denise	  Gagne	  Music	  Program	  
Groovy	  Shapes	  
100	  Songs	  book	  
Magic	  Flute	  
African	  drums	  
Orff	  instruments	  
	  
Technology	  
Groovy	  Shapes	  
Starclass	   	  
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Grade: 1 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  

Steady	  beat,	  Beat	  vs.	  rhythm,	  ta	  –	  l,	  titi	  –	  
n,	  quarter	  rest	  –	  z/c,	  orff	  instruments,	  
call	  and	  response	  simple	  rhythms	  
	  

Composer/Conductor	  Board,	  	  
rhythm	  collage,	  Walk	  on	  Rhythm,	  	  
grade	  level	  rhythm	  strip	  
	  

Melody	  

pitch	  matching,	  folk	  songs,	  sol	  fege	  (sol	  
and	  mi	  and	  do,re,	  mi),	  group	  &	  solo	  
singing,	  c	  scale	  on	  sol	  fege	  
 

Doggy	  Doggy	  where’s	  your	  Bone,	  
Aiken	  Drum	  
 

Tone	  Color	  
Singing	  vs.	  speaking	  voice,	  instrument	  
timbres	  and	  identification	  
	  

Peter	  and	  the	  Wolf	  listening	  map,	  
“Snowflake	  Carol”,	  “Carnival	  of	  the	  
Animals”	  
	  

Expression	  
Loud	  vs.	  soft,	  draw	  and	  describe	  a	  story	  
or	  emotion	  from	  what	  is	  heard	  
 

Dr.	  Seuss	  “	  My	  Many	  color	  days”,	  
“Carnival	  of	  the	  Animals”,	  	  
 

Movement	  
Body	  percussion,	  reflective	  dancing	  
	  

Dance	  to	  music,	  mirroring	  
	  

Resources	  
Denise	  Gagne	  Music	  Program	  
Groovy	  Shapes	  
100	  Songs	  book	  
Magic	  Flute	  
African	  drums	  
Orff	  instruments	  
	  
Technology	  
Groovy	  Shapes	  
Starclass	   	  
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Grade: 2 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  

Steady	  beat,	  Beat	  vs.	  rhythm,	  ta	  –	  l,	  titi	  –	  
n,	  toh	  -‐	  d	  quarter	  rest	  –	  z/c,	  orff	  
instruments,	  call	  and	  response	  simple	  
rhythms,	  rhythmic	  dictation,	  slow	  vs.	  
fast,	  4/4	  time	  signature	  

Popsicle	  stick	  rhythm	  stems,	  
Charlie	  over	  the	  Ocean,	  Row	  you	  
Boat	  part	  singing,	  Be	  a	  Recorder	  
Star	  

Melody	  

pitch	  matching,	  folk	  songs,	  sol	  fege	  (sol	  
and	  mi	  and	  do,	  re,	  mi,	  fa,	  sol),	  group	  &	  
solo	  singing,	  c	  scale	  on	  sol	  fege,	  rounds,	  
notes	  of	  scale,	  recorders,	  composition,	  
staff 

Floor	  staff	  line	  jumping,	  spell	  words	  
on	  staff,	  solfege	  exercise	  with	  hand	  
signs,	  use	  various	  folk	  songs	  for	  
rounds	  in	  large	  and	  small	  groups 

Tone	  Color	  
Singing	  vs.	  speaking	  voice,	  instrument	  
timbres	  and	  identification	  

The	  Water	  is	  Wide,	  instrument	  
identification	  games,	  sounds	  on	  
recorders	  good	  vs.	  bad,	  Peter	  and	  
the	  Wolf	  

Expression	  
Dynamics	  piano	  vs.	  forte,	  draw	  and	  
describe	  a	  story	  or	  emotion	  from	  what	  is	  
heard 

dynamics	  through	  movement	  and	  
through	  recorder	  practice,	  Peter	  
and	  the	  Wolf 

Movement	  
Body	  percussion,	  reflective	  dancing	   students	  use	  poses	  to	  represent	  

notes	  and	  other	  students	  will	  clap	  
the	  rhythms	  that	  are	  created,	  
dance	  to	  the	  music,	  mirroring	  

Resources	  
Be	  a	  Recorder	  Star	  books	  
Recorders	  
Groovy	  Jungle	  
Rhythm	  games	  
Orff	  instruments	  
	  
Technology	  
Groovy	  Jungle	  
Starclass	   	  
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Grade: 3 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  

toh	  –	  d,	  whole	  note,	  half	  and	  whole	  rest,	  
orff	  instruments,	  rhythmic	  dictation,	  
Andante	  vs.	  Allegro,	  acc.	  vs.	  rit.	  	  4/4,	  
3/4,	  2/4	  time	  signature	  

read	  rhythms	  and	  play	  on	  drums	  
and	  orff	  instruments,	  rhythm	  
bingo,	  students	  compose	  their	  own	  
rhythms	  and	  play	  on	  instruments	  

Melody	  

pitch	  matching,	  solfege	  (sol	  and	  mi	  and	  
do,	  re,	  mi,	  fa,	  sol,	  la,	  ti,	  do),	  group	  &	  solo	  
singing,	  c	  scale	  on	  sol	  fege,	  rounds,	  
notes	  of	  scale,	  recorders,	  composition,	  
staff,	  Kodaly	  hand	  signs,	  ABA	  form,	  
Treble	  clef 

Learn	  notes	  on	  the	  staff	  through	  
recorder	  practice,	  “I’ve	  Got	  a	  Car”	  
for	  pitch	  matching,	  use	  pitched	  
Orff	  instruments	  to	  learn	  scale 

Tone	  Color	  
Instrument	  families,	  pitched	  vs.	  non-‐
pitched	  

	  Groovy	  Jungle,	  various	  listening	  
activities	  

Expression	  

dynamics	  p,	  mp,	  mf,	  f,	  Crescendo	  vs.	  
decrescendo,	  draw	  and	  describe	  a	  story	  
or	  emotion	  from	  what	  is	  heard 

Dynamic	  contrast	  on	  pitched	  and	  
non-‐pitched	  instruments,	  
adding/subtracting	  voices	  or	  
instruments	  for	  
crescendo/decrescendo	  effect,	  
create	  picture	  listening	  to	  
Impressionistic	  music 

Resources	  
Groovy	  Jungle	  
recorders	  and	  books	  
orff	  instruments	  
drums	  
Magic	  Flute	  
Starclass	  
	  
	  
Technology	  
Groovy	  Jungle	  
Starclass	   	  
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Movement	  
Body	  percussion,	  reflective	  dancing,	  
performance	  posture	  

“Tideo”,	  movement	  songs,	  solo	  
and	  group	  dance	  

Composers/History	  	   Mozart	   “Magic	  Flute”	  book,	  games,	  video	  

 

 

 

Grade: 4 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  
Sixteenth	  notes,	  eighth	  note	  rests,	  
dictation,	  composition,	  improvisation	  
	  

Drumming,	  create	  8	  meas.	  
Compositions	  alone	  or	  in	  groups	  to	  
be	  performed,	  drum	  battle	  

Melody	  

harmonies	  on	  3rds	  and	  octaves,	  canons,	  
variations,	  composition,	  Kodaly	  hand	  
signs	  for	  entire	  scale,	  full	  staff,	  melodic	  
line 

Singing	  in	  parts	  with	  pitched	  and	  
non-‐pitched	  orff	  instruments,	  
melodic	  line	  and	  sentence	  
structure,	  create	  short	  story	  and	  
add	  melody 

Tone	  Color	  
World	  instruments,	  band	  vs.	  orchestra	   African	  instruments,	  play	  different	  

instruments,	  sections	  of	  the	  
orchestra	  

Expression	  
Vocal	  inflection,	  dynamics,	  tempi,	  
proper	  breathing 

 

Composers/History	  	   Sousa,	  Tchaikovsky,	  Jazz	   Nutcracker	  Suite,	  Marches,	  80	  
Years	  of	  Jazz	  

Resources	  
80	  Years	  of	  Jazz	  book	  
African	  drums	  
Rhythm	  Games	  book	  and	  
balls	  
Those	  Amazing	  Musical	  
Instruments	  book	  
Groovy	  Jungle	  
	  
Technology	  
Groovy	  City	  
Starclass	   	  
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Grade: 5 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  
Sixteenth	  rests,	  dictation,	  composition,	  
improvisation,	  dotted	  notes,	  6/8	  time,	  
recognize	  meter	  changes	  	  

Rhythm	  relay,	  improvise	  on	  drums	  
or	  other	  percussion,	  Compose	  8-‐12	  
meas.	  to	  play,	  drum	  circle	  

Melody	  

Bass	  clef,	  whole	  steps	  and	  half	  steps,	  
major	  and	  minor	  tonality,	  natural,	  flat	  
and	  sharps,	  two-‐part	  harmony 

“I	  want	  to	  rise	  in	  the	  Early	  Morn”,	  
songs	  with	  accompaniment,	  major	  
and	  minor	  on	  Groovy	  City,	  bass	  clef	  
floor	  mat 

Tone	  Color	  
World	  instruments,	  discern	  specific	  
instruments	  heard	  in	  music	  

Pick	  out	  instruments	  heard	  in	  a	  
piece	  ie.	  Peter	  and	  the	  Wolf,	  
Groovy	  City	  

Expression	  
Dynamics,	  tempo	  –	  allegro,	  andante,	  
moderato 

Create	  music	  according	  to	  emotion	  
card	   

Composers/History	  	   John	  Williams	   matching	  theme	  to	  movie	  

Resources	  
80	  Years	  of	  Jazz	  book	  
African	  drums	  
Rhythm	  Games	  book	  and	  
balls	  
Those	  Amazing	  Musical	  
Instruments	  book	  
Groovy	  City	  
	  
Technology	  
Groovy	  City	  
Starclass	  
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Grade: 6 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  
Theory,	  rhythms,	  proper	  note	  names	  
and	  all	  rests,	  composition,	  theory,	  
performance	  

Alfred’s	  Music	  Theory	  Books,	  
create	  rhythm	  pages,	  student	  
comps,	  African	  drums	  

Melody	  
staff,	  major	  and	  minor,	  composition,	  
scale,	  time	  signatures,	  treble	  clef,	  
recorders 

recorder	  star	  curriculum,	  Music	  
Theory	  books,	  comps 

Writing	  
response	  to	  program	  music,	  create	  
stories	  

“Listen	  Now”	  in	  beginning	  of	  class	  
written	  response	  to	  music	  

Composers/History	  	   Musicals	  and	  operas,	  overtures	   Accent	  on	  Composers,	  “Amadeus”,	  
watch	  a	  musical	  

Resources	  
Music	  Theory	  workbooks	  
recorder	  books	  	  
recorders	  
guitars	  
drums	  
“Sound	  of	  Music”	  
“Amadeus”	  
Accent	  on	  Composers	  book	  
	  
Technology	  
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Grade: 7 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  
Theory,	  rhythms,	  proper	  note	  names	  
and	  all	  rests,	  composition,	  theory,	  
performance	  

Alfred’s	  Music	  Theory	  Books,	  
create	  rhythm	  pages,	  student	  
comps,	  African	  drums	  

Melody	  
Staff,	  major	  and	  minor,	  composition,	  
scale,	  time	  signatures,	  treble	  and	  bass	  
clef,	  recorders 

Recorder	  star	  curriculum,	  Music	  
Theory	  books,	  comps 

Writing	  
response	  to	  program	  music,	  create	  
stories,	  create	  song	  lyrics	  and	  melodies	  

“Listen	  Now”	  in	  beginning	  of	  class	  
written	  response	  to	  music	  

Composers/History	  	   Musicals	  and	  operas,	  overtures	   Accent	  on	  Composers,	  “Amadeus”,	  
watch	  a	  musical	  

Resources	  
Music	  Theory	  workbooks	  
recorder	  books	  	  
recorders	  
guitars	  
drums	  
“Sound	  of	  Music”	  
“Amadeus”	  
Accent	  on	  Composers	  book	  
	  
Technology	  
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Grade: 8 

Topics/Concepts	   Skills/Objectives	   Suggested	  Activities	   Resources/Technology	  

Rhythms	  
Theory,	  rhythms,	  proper	  note	  names	  
and	  all	  rests,	  composition,	  theory,	  
performance	  

Alfred’s	  Music	  Theory	  Books,	  
create	  rhythm	  pages,	  student	  
comps,	  African	  drums	  

Melody	  
staff,	  major	  and	  minor,	  composition,	  
scale,	  time	  signatures,	  treble	  and	  bass	  
clef,	  recorders,	  flats,	  sharps,	  naturals 

recorder	  star	  curriculum,	  Music	  
Theory	  books,	  comps 

Writing	  
response	  to	  program	  music,	  create	  
stories,	  create	  song	  lyrics	  and	  melodies	  

“Listen	  Now”	  in	  beginning	  of	  class	  
written	  response	  to	  music	  

Composers/History	  	  
Musicals	  and	  operas,	  overtures,	  jazz,	  
contemporary	  

Accent	  on	  Composers,	  “Amadeus”,	  
watch	  a	  musical,	  Wynton	  Marsalis	  
Jazz	  

Resources	  
Music	  Theory	  workbooks	  
recorder	  books	  	  
recorders	  
guitars	  
drums	  
“Sound	  of	  Music”	  
“Amadeus”	  
Accent	  on	  Composers	  book	  
	  
Technology	  
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

Strand A. Dance  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Original 
choreography and 
improvisation of 
movement 
sequences begins 
with basic 
understanding of 
the elements of 
dance. 

1.1.2.A.1 Identify the elements of dance 
in planned and improvised 
dance sequences.  

X X        

Original 
movement is 
generated 
through 
improvisational 
skills and 
techniques. 

1.1.2.A.2 Use improvisation to discover 
new movement to fulfill the 
intent of the choreography.  

X X        

There are distinct 
differences 
between 
pedestrian 
movements and 
formal training in 
dance. 

1.1.2.A.3 Demonstrate the difference 
between pantomime, pedestrian 
movement, abstract gesture, 
and dance movement.           
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The coordination 
and isolation of 
different body 
parts is 
dependent on the 
dynamic 
alignment of the 
body while 
standing and 
moving. 

1.1.2.A.4 Apply and adapt isolated and 
coordinated body part 
articulations, body alignment, 
balance, and body patterning.  

X X        

Basic 
choreographed 
structures employ 
the elements of 
dance.  

1.1.5.A.1 Analyze both formal and 
expressive aspects of time, 
shape, space, and energy, and 
differentiate basic choreographic 
structures in various dance 
works. 

         

Movement is 
developed and 
generated 
through 
improvisation. 
Form and 
structure are 
important when 
interpreting 
original 
choreography. 

1.1.5.A.2 Analyze the use of improvisation 
that fulfills the intent of and 
develops choreography in both 
its form and structure. 

         

Musical and non-
musical forms of 
sound can affect 
meaning in 

1.1.5.A.3 Determine how accompaniment 
(such as sound, spoken text, or 
silence) can affect choreography 
and improvisation. 
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choreography and 
improvisation. 
Compositional 
works are 
distinguished by 
the use of various 
body movements 
and sources of 
initiation (i.e., 
central, 
peripheral, or 
transverse).  

1.1.5.A.4 Differentiate contrasting and 
complimentary shapes, shared 
weight centers, body parts, 
body patterning, balance, and 
range of motion in compositions 
and performances.  

         

Numerous formal 
choreographic 
structures can be 
used to develop 
the elements of 
dance in the 
creation of dance 
works. 

1.1.8.A.1 Interpret the choreographic 
structures of contrast and 
transition, the process of 
reordering and chance, and the 
structures of AB, ABA, canon, 
call and response, and 
narrative. 

         

Styles and 
techniques in 
dance are defined 
by the ways in 
which the 
elements of dance 
and choreographic 
principles are 
manipulated in 
the creation of 
dance 

1.1.8.A.2 Analyze dance techniques and 
styles to discern the 
compositional use of the 
elements of dance and 
choreographic principles relating 
to dynamics, as well as to 
discern spatial relationships. 
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compositions. 
Dance employs 
various themes 
and arts media to 
engage the 
viewer, develop 
meaning, and 
communicate 
emotions.  

1.1.8.A.3 Examine how dance 
compositions are influenced by 
various social themes and arts 
media (e.g., dance for camera, 
interactive, telematics). 

         

The quality of 
integrated 
movement 
depends on body 
alignment and the 
synchronized use 
of major and 
minor muscle 
groups. Variety in 
body patterns, 
range of motion, 
application of the 
elements of 
dance, and skill 
level enhance 
dance 
compositions and 
performance.  

1.1.8.A.4 Integrate a variety of isolated 
and coordinated movements in 
dance compositions and 
performances, making use of all 
major muscle groups, proper 
body mechanics, body 
patterning, balance, and range 
of motion.  
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

Strand B. Music  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Ear training and 
listening skill are 
prerequisites for 
musical literacy.  

1.1.2.B.1 Explore the elements of music 
through verbal and written 
responses to diverse aural 
prompts and printed scores.  

X X X       

The elements of 
music are 
foundational to 
basic music 
literacy.  

1.1.2.B.2 Identify musical elements in 
response to diverse aural 
prompts, such as rhythm, 
timbre, dynamics, form, and 
melody. 

X X X       

Music is often 
defined as 
organized sound 
that is dependent 
on predictable 
properties of tone 
and pitch. Musical 
notation captures 
tonality, dynamic 
range, and 
rhythm. 

1.1.2.B.3 Identify and categorize sound 
sources by common traits (e.g., 
scales, rhythmic patterns, 
and/or other musical elements), 
and identify rhythmic notation 
up to eighth notes and rests. X X X       

Musical 
instruments have 

1.1.2.B.4 Categorize families of 
instruments and identify their 

X X X       
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unique qualities of 
tonality and 
resonance. 
Conventional 
instruments are 
divided into 
musical families 
according to 
shared properties.  

associated musical properties.  

Reading basic 
music notation 
contributes to 
musical fluency 
and literacy. 
Musical 
intelligence is 
related to ear 
training and 
listening skill, and 
temporal spatial 
reasoning ability 
is connected to 
listening skill.  

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music 
in response to aural prompts 
and printed music notational 
systems.  

   X X X    

The elements of 
music are building 
blocks denoting 
meter, rhythmic 
concepts, tonality, 
intervals, chords, 
and melodic and 
harmonic 

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts 
of meter, rhythm, tonality, 
intervals, chords, and melodic 
and harmonic progressions, and 
differentiate basic structures. 

   X X X    
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progressions, all 
of which 
contribute to 
musical literacy.  
Common, 
recognizable 
musical forms 
often have 
characteristics 
related to specific 
cultural traditions. 

1.1.8.B.1 Analyze the application of the 
elements of music in diverse 
Western and non-Western 
musical works from different 
historical eras using active 
listening and by reading and 
interpreting written scores.  

      X X X 

Compositional 
techniques used 
in different styles 
and genres of 
music vary 
according to 
prescribed sets of 
rules.  

1.1.8.B.2 Compare and contrast the use 
of structural forms and the 
manipulation of the elements of 
music in diverse styles and 
genres of musical compositions.  

      X X X 
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

Strand C. Theatre  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

The elements of 
theatre are 
recognizable in 
theatrical 
performances. 

1.1.2.C.1 Identify basic elements of 
theatre and describe their use in 
a variety of theatrical 
performances. 

         

Theatre artists 
use precise 
vocabulary when 
staging a play. 

1.1.2.C.2 Express stage directions, areas 
of the stage, basic stage 
movements, and parts of a 
script using correct theatre 
terms (e.g., setting, costumes, 
plot, theme, etc.). 

         

Creative drama 
and storytelling 
use voice, 
movement, and 
facial expression 
to communicate 
emotions. 
Creating 
characters is an 
act of intention in 

1.1.2.C.3 Distinguish between characters, 
actors, and the self by 
demonstrating respect for 
personal space, creative 
movement, and pantomime 
skills while interacting with 
others in creative drama and 
storytelling.  
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which actors play 
themselves in an 
imaginary set of 
circumstances. 
The technical 
theatrical 
elements and 
theatre 
architecture are 
inherent in 
theatrical design 
and production. 

1.1.2.C.4 Describe the use of the technical 
theatrical elements by 
examining examples of 
theatrical design in productions. 

         

The well-made 
play uses a 
specific, 
identifiable 
narrative 
structure (e.g., 
inciting incident, 
climax, 
dénouement, 
etc.). 

1.1.5.C.1 Evaluate the characteristics of a 
well-made play in a variety of 
scripts and performances.  

         

The actor’s 
physicality and 
vocal techniques 
have a direct 
relationship to 
character 
development.  

1.1.5.C.2 Interpret the relationship 
between the actor’s physical 
and vocal choices and an 
audience’s perception of 
character development by 
identifying examples of vocal 
variety, stage business, 
concentration, and focus.  

         

Time, place, 1.1.5.C.3 Analyze the use of technical          
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mood, and theme 
are enhanced 
through use of 
the technical 
theatrical 
elements. 

theatrical elements to identify 
how time, place, mood, and 
theme are created. 

Sensory recall is a 
technique actors 
commonly employ 
to heighten the 
believability of a 
character. 

1.1.5.C.4 Explain the function of sensory 
recall and apply it to character 
development.  

         

Distinct pieces of 
dramatic 
literature and 
theatrical trends 
reflect cultural 
traditions and 
periods in history. 

1.1.8.C.1 Analyze the structural 
components of plays and 
performances from a variety of 
Western and non-Western 
theatrical traditions and from 
different historical eras. 

         

Actors exercise 
their voices and 
bodies through a 
wide variety of 
techniques to 
expand the range 
and the clarity of 
the characters 
they develop. 

1.1.8.C.2 Determine the effectiveness of 
various methods of vocal, 
physical, relaxation, and acting 
techniques used in actor 
training.          

Emotion and 
meaning are often 
communicated 

1.1.8.C.3 Differentiate among vocal rate, 
pitch, and volume, and explain 
how they affect articulation, 
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through 
modulations of 
vocal rate, pitch, 
and volume.  

meaning, and character. 

A team of artists, 
technicians, and 
managers who 
collaborate to 
achieve a 
common goal 
uses a broad 
range of skills to 
create theatrical 
performances. 

1.1.8.C.4 Define the areas of 
responsibility (e.g., actor, 
director, producer, scenic, 
lighting, costume, stagehand, 
etc.) and necessary job skills of 
the front and back-of-house 
members of a theatre company.  
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

Strand D. Visual Art  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

The basic 
elements of art 
and principles of 
design govern art 
creation and 
composition. 

1.1.2.D.1 Identify the basic elements of 
art and principles of design in 
diverse types of artwork.  

         

Recognizing the 
elements of art 
and principles of 
design in artworks 
of known and 
emerging artists, 
as well as peers, 
is an initial step 
toward visual 
literacy. 

1.1.2.D.2 Identify elements of art and 
principles of design in specific 
works of art and explain how 
they are used. 

         

Understanding the 
function and 
purpose of the 
elements of art 
and principles of 
design assists 

1.1.5.D.1 Identify elements of art and 
principles of design that are 
evident in everyday life. 
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with forming an 
appreciation of 
how art and 
design enhance 
functionality and 
improve quality of 
living.  
The elements of 
art and principles 
of design are 
universal.  

1.1.5.D.2 Compare and contrast works of 
art in various mediums that use 
the same art elements and 
principles of design. 

         

Art is a universal 
language. Visual 
communication 
through art 
crosses cultural 
and language 
barriers 
throughout time.  

1.1.8.D.1 Describe the intellectual and 
emotional significance conveyed 
by the application of the 
elements of art and principles of 
design in different historical eras 
and cultures. 

         

The study of 
masterworks of 
art from diverse 
cultures and 
different historical 
eras assists in 
understanding 
specific cultures. 

1.1.8.D.2 Compare and contrast various 
masterworks of art from diverse 
cultures, and identify elements 
of the works that relate to 
specific cultural heritages.  
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, 

development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures.  
Strand A. History of the Arts and Culture  

Content 
Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 

Indicator (CPI)  
K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Dance, music, 
theatre, and 
visual artwork 
from diverse 
cultures and 
historical eras 
have distinct 
characteristics 
and common 
themes that are 
revealed by 
contextual clues 
within the works 
of art.  

1.2.2.A.1 Identify characteristic theme-
based works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art, such as 
artworks based on the themes 
of family and community, from 
various historical periods and 
world cultures. 

X X X       

The function and 
purpose of art-
making across 
cultures is a 
reflection of 
societal values 
and beliefs.  

1.2.2.A.2 Identify how artists and specific 
works of dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art reflect, and are 
affected by, past and present 
cultures. 

X X X       

Art and culture 
reflect and affect 

1.2.5.A.1 Recognize works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art as 

   X X X    
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each other.  a reflection of societal values 
and beliefs. 

Characteristic 
approaches to 
content, form, 
style, and design 
define art genres.  

1.2.5.A.2 Relate common artistic elements 
that define distinctive art genres 
in dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art.  

   X X X    

Sometimes the 
contributions of 
an individual 
artist can 
influence a 
generation of 
artists and signal 
the beginning of a 
new art genre. 

1.2.5.A.3 Determine the impact of 
significant contributions of 
individual artists in dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art 
from diverse cultures 
throughout history. 

   X X X    

Technological 
changes have and 
will continue to 
substantially 
influence the 
development and 
nature of the arts. 

1.2.8.A.1 Map historical innovations in 
dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art that were caused by 
the creation of new 
technologies.  

      X X X 

Tracing the 
histories of dance, 
music, theatre, 
and visual art in 
world cultures 
provides insight 
into the lives of 
people and their 

1.2.8.A.2 Differentiate past and 
contemporary works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art 
that represent important ideas, 
issues, and events that are 
chronicled in the histories of 
diverse cultures. 

      X X X 
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values. 
The arts reflect 
cultural morays 
and personal 
aesthetics 
throughout the 
ages.  

1.2.8.A.3 Analyze the social, historical, 
and political impact of artists on 
culture and the impact of 
culture on the arts. 

      X X X 
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

Strand A. Dance  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

The elements of 
dance are time, 
space, and 
energy. 
Improvisational 
structures 
facilitate 
movement 
invention. Musical 
or non-musical 
accompaniment is 
a choice. Dance 
can communicate 
meaning around a 
variety of themes.  

1.3.2.A.1 Create and perform planned and 
improvised movement 
sequences using the elements of 
dance, with and without musical 
accompaniment, to 
communicate meaning around a 
variety of themes.  

X X X       

The creation of an 
original dance 
composition often 
begins with 
improvisation. 
Movement 
sequences change 

1.3.2.A.2 Create and perform planned and 
improvised movement 
sequences, alone and in small 
groups, with variations in 
tempo, meter, rhythm, spatial 
level (i.e., low, middle, and 
high), and spatial pathway. 

X X X       
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when applying the 
elements of 
dance. 
The integrity of 
choreographed 
sequences is 
maintained by 
personal and 
group spatial 
relationships. 
Dance movement 
skills also require 
concentration and 
the intentional 
direction of focus 
during 
performance.  

1.3.2.A.3 Define and maintain personal 
space, concentrate, and 
appropriately direct focus while 
performing movement skills. 

X X X       

Locomotor and 
non-locomotor 
movements may 
contribute equally 
to the thematic 
content of solo 
and ensemble 
dances.  

1.3.2.A.4 Create and perform original 
movement sequences alone and 
with a partner using locomotor 
and non-locomotor movements 
at various levels in space.  

X X X       

Fundamental 
movement 
structures include 
a defined 
beginning, 
middle, and 

1.3.5.A.1 Perform planned and improvised 
sequences with a distinct 
beginning, middle, and end that 
manipulate time, space, and 
energy, and accurately transfer 
rhythmic patterns from the 
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ending. Planned 
choreographic and 
improvised 
movement 
sequences 
manipulate time, 
space, and 
energy. 
Kinesthetic 
transference of 
rhythm comes 
from auditory and 
visual stimuli.  

auditory to the kinesthetic. 

The creation of an 
original dance 
composition is 
often reliant on 
improvisation as a 
choreographic 
tool. The 
essence/character 
of a movement 
sequence is also 
transformed when 
performed at 
varying spatial 
levels (i.e., low, 
middle, and high), 
at different 
tempos, along 
different spatial 

1.3.5.A.2 Use improvisation as a tool to 
create and perform movement 
sequences incorporating various 
spatial levels (i.e., low, middle, 
and high), tempos, and spatial 
pathways. 
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pathways, or with 
different 
movement 
qualities. 
Works of art, 
props, and other 
creative stimuli 
can be used to 
inform the 
thematic content 
of dances. 

1.3.5.A.3 Create and perform dances 
alone and in small groups that 
communicate meaning on a 
variety of themes, using props 
or artwork as creative stimuli. 

         

Dance requires a 
fundamental 
understanding of 
body alignment 
and applied 
kinesthetic 
principles. Age-
appropriate 
conditioning of 
the body 
enhances 
flexibility, 
balance, strength, 
focus, 
concentration, 
and performance 
technique. 

1.3.5.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally 
appropriate kinesthetic 
awareness of basic anatomical 
principles, using flexibility, 
balance, strength, focus, 
concentration, and coordination.  

         

Various dance 
styles, traditions, 
and techniques 

1.3.5.A.5 Perform basic sequences of 
movement from different styles 
or traditions accurately, 
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adhere to basic 
principles of 
alignment, 
balance, focus, 
and initiation of 
movement. 

demonstrating proper 
alignment, balance, initiation of 
movement, and direction of 
focus. 

Movement 
dynamics and 
qualities 
emphasize time, 
space, and 
energy. 
Movement 
affinities and 
effort actions 
impact dynamic 
tension and 
spatial 
relationships. 

1.3.8.A.1 Incorporate a broad range of 
dynamics and movement 
qualities in planned and 
improvised solo and group 
works by manipulating aspects 
of time, space, and energy. 

         

Dance may be 
used as a 
symbolic 
language to 
communicate 
universal themes 
and varied points 
of view about 
social, political, or 
historical issues in 
given eras.  

1.3.8.A.2 Choreograph and perform 
cohesive dance works that 
reflect social, historical, and/or 
political themes. 

         

Foundational 1.3.8.A.3 Choreograph and perform          
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understanding of 
anatomical and 
kinesthetic 
principles is a 
contributing factor 
to dance artistry. 
Artistry in dance 
requires rhythmic 
acuity. 

movement sequences that 
demonstrate artistic application 
of anatomical and kinesthetic 
principles as well as rhythmic 
acuity. 

Technology and 
media arts are 
often catalysts for 
creating original 
choreographic 
compositions. 

1.3.8.A.4 Use media arts and technology 
in the creation and performance 
of short, original choreographic 
compositions.  

         

 



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Music Kindergarten through Grade 8 

       36 

 

Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

Strand B. Music  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

The ability to read 
music notation 
correlates with 
musical fluency 
and literacy. 
Notation systems 
are complex 
symbolic 
languages that 
indicate pitch, 
rhythm, 
dynamics, and 
tempo.  

1.3.2.B.1 Clap, sing, or play on pitch from 
basic notation in the treble clef, 
with consideration of pitch, 
rhythm, dynamics, and tempo. 

X X X       

Proper vocal 
production/vocal 
placement 
requires an 
understanding of 
basic anatomy 
and the physical 
properties of 
sound.  

1.3.2.B.2 Demonstrate developmentally 
appropriate vocal 
production/vocal placement and 
breathing technique. 

X X X       
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Playing 
techniques for 
Orff instruments 
develop 
foundational skills 
used for hand 
percussion and 
melodic 
percussion 
instruments.  

1.3.2.B.3 Demonstrate correct playing 
techniques for Orff instruments 
or equivalent homemade 
instruments.  

X X X       

Proper breathing 
technique and 
correct posture 
improve the 
timbre of the 
voice and protect 
the voice when 
singing.  

1.3.2.B.4 Vocalize the home tone of 
familiar and unfamiliar songs, 
and demonstrate appropriate 
posture and breathing technique 
while performing songs, rounds, 
or canons in unison and with a 
partner.  

 X X       

Improvisation is a 
foundational skill 
for music 
composition.  

1.3.2.B.5 Improvise short tonal and 
rhythmic patterns over 
ostinatos, and modify melodic or 
rhythmic patterns using selected 
notes and/or scales to create 
expressive ideas.  

  X       

Prescribed forms 
and rules govern 
music 
composition, 
rhythmic 
accompaniment, 
and the 

1.3.2.B.6 Sing or play simple melodies or 
rhythmic accompaniments in AB 
and ABA forms independently 
and in groups, and sight-read 
rhythmic and music notation up 
to and including eighth notes 
and rests in a major scale. 

X X X       
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harmonizing of 
parts.  
Basic conducting 
patterns and 
gestures provide 
cues about how 
and when to 
execute changes 
in dynamics, 
timbre, and 
timing.  

1.3.2.B.7 Blend unison and harmonic 
parts and vocal or instrumental 
timbres while matching dynamic 
levels in response to a 
conductor’s cues.    X       

Complex scores 
may include 
compound meters 
and the grand 
staff. 

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from 
complex notation, using 
notation systems in treble and 
bass clef, mixed meter, and 
compound meter. 

   X X X    

Proper vocal 
production and 
vocal 
placement improv
e vocal quality. 
Harmonizing 
requires singing 
ability and active 
listening skills. 
Individual voice 
ranges change 
with time.  

1.3.5.B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing 
parts, independently and in 
groups, adjusting to the range 
and timbre of the developing 
voice. 

   X X X    

Music composition 
is governed by 
prescribed rules 

1.3.5.B.3 Improvise and score simple 
melodies over given harmonic 
structures using traditional 

   X X X    



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Music Kindergarten through Grade 8 

       39 

and forms that 
apply to both 
improvised and 
scored music.  

instruments and/or computer 
programs. 

Decoding musical 
scores requires 
understanding of 
notation systems, 
the elements of 
music, and basic 
compositional 
concepts.  

1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of 
music are used to achieve unity 
and variety, tension and 
release, and balance in musical 
compositions. 

   X X X    

Western, non-
Western, and 
avant-garde 
notation systems 
have distinctly 
different 
characteristics.  

1.3.8.B.1 Perform instrumental or vocal 
compositions using complex 
standard and non-standard 
Western, non-Western, and 
avant-garde notation. 

         

Stylistic 
considerations 
vary across 
genres, cultures, 
and historical 
eras.  

1.3.8.B.2 Perform independently and in 
groups with expressive qualities 
appropriately aligned with the 
stylistic characteristics of the 
genre. 

         

Understanding of 
discipline-specific 
arts terminology 
(e.g., crescendo, 
diminuendo, 
pianissimo, forte, 

1.3.8.B.3 Apply theoretical understanding 
of expressive and dynamic 
music terminology to the 
performance of written scores in 
the grand staff.  
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etc.) is a 
component of 
music literacy.  
Improvisation is a 
compositional skill 
that is dependent 
on understanding 
the elements of 
music as well as 
stylistic nuances 
of historical eras 
and genres of 
music.  

1.3.8.B.4 Improvise music in a selected 
genre or style, using the 
elements of music that are 
consistent with basic playing 
and/or singing techniques in 
that genre or style.  
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

Strand C. Theatre  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Plays may use 
narrative 
structures to 
communicate 
themes. 

1.3.2.C.1 Portray characters when given 
specifics about circumstances, 
plot, and thematic intent, 
demonstrating logical story 
sequence and informed 
character choices. 

         

Actors use voice 
and movement as 
tools for 
storytelling. 

1.3.2.C.2 Use voice and movement in 
solo, paired, and group 
pantomimes and improvisations.  

         

Voice and 
movement have 
broad ranges of 
expressive 
potential. 

1.3.2.C.3 Develop awareness of vocal 
range, personal space, and 
character-specific vocal and 
creative movement choices.  

         

A play’s 
effectiveness is 
enhanced by the 
theatre artists’ 
knowledge of 
technical 
theatrical 

1.3.5.C.1 Create original plays using 
script-writing formats that 
include stage directions and 
technical theatrical elements, 
demonstrating comprehension 
of the elements of theatre and 
story construction.  

         



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Music Kindergarten through Grade 8 

       42 

elements and 
understanding of 
the elements of 
theatre. 
Performers use 
active listening 
skills in scripted 
and improvised 
performances to 
create believable, 
multidimensional 
characters. Actors 
create a sense of 
truth and 
believability by 
applying 
performance 
techniques that 
are appropriate to 
the circumstances 
of a scripted or 
improvised 
performance.  

1.3.5.C.2 Demonstrate how active 
listening skills, vocal variety, 
physical expression, stage 
business, sensory recall, 
concentration, and focus affect 
meaning in scripted and 
improvised performances.  

         

Effective scripted 
and 
improvisational 
performances 
require informed, 
supported, and 
sustained choices 
by actors, 

1.3.8.C.1 Create a method for defining 
and articulating character 
objectives, intentions, and 
subtext, and apply the method 
to the portrayal of characters in 
live performances or recorded 
venues. 
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directors, and 
designers. 
Techniques for 
communicating a 
character’s intent 
vary in live 
performances and 
recorded venues.  
Dramatic context 
and active 
listening skills 
inform 
development of 
believable, 
multidimensional 
characters in 
scripted and 
improvised 
performances. 
Mastery of 
physical and vocal 
skills enables 
actors to create 
dramatic action 
that generates a 
sense of truth and 
credibility.  

1.3.8.C.2 Create and apply a process for 
developing believable, 
multidimensional characters in 
scripted and improvised 
performances by combining 
methods of relaxation, physical 
and vocal skills, acting 
techniques, and active listening 
skills.  
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

Strand D. Visual Art  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Visual statements 
in art are derived 
from the basic 
elements of art 
regardless of the 
format and 
medium used to 
create the art. 
There are also a 
wide variety of art 
media, each 
having its own 
materials, 
processes, and 
technical 
application 
methods for 
exploring 
solutions to 
creative 
problems.  

1.3.2.D.1 Create two- and three-
dimensional works of art using 
the basic elements of color, line, 
shape, form, texture, and 
space, as well as a variety of art 
mediums and application 
methods.  

         

Symbols convey 1.3.2.D.2 Use symbols to create personal          
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meaning agreed 
upon by a group 
or culture. 
Manipulation of 
the basic 
elements of art 
and principles of 
design for 
personal 
expression results 
in visual 
communication 
that may be 
relevant in a 
variety of 
settings.  

works of art based on selected 
age-appropriate themes, using 
oral stories as a basis for 
pictorial representation.  

Each of the visual 
art forms uses 
various materials, 
tools, and 
techniques that 
are associated 
with unique 
verbal and visual 
vocabularies. 

1.3.2.D.3 Employ basic verbal and visual 
art vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge of the materials, 
tools, and methodologies used 
to create and tell visual stories.          

Knowledge of 
visual art media 
necessitates an 
understanding of 
a variety of 
traditional and 

1.3.2.D.4 Explore the use of a wide array 
of art mediums and select tools 
that are appropriate to the 
production of works of art in a 
variety of art media. 
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nontraditional 
tools, 
applications, 
possibilities, and 
limitations. 
Visual awareness 
stems from acute 
observational 
skills and interest 
in visual objects, 
spaces, and the 
relationship of 
objects to the 
world.  

1.3.2.D.5 Create works of art that are 
based on observations of the 
physical world and that illustrate 
how art is part of everyday life, 
using a variety of art mediums 
and art media.  

         

The elements of 
art and principles 
of design can be 
applied in an 
infinite number of 
ways to express 
personal 
responses to 
creative 
problems.  

1.3.5.D.1 Work individually and 
collaboratively to create two- 
and three-dimensional works of 
art that make cohesive visual 
statements and that employ the 
elements of art and principles of 
design. 

         

Contextual clues 
to culturally 
specific thematic 
content, 
symbolism, 
compositional 
approach, and 

1.3.5.D.2 Identify common and distinctive 
characteristics of artworks from 
diverse cultural and historical 
eras of visual art using age-
appropriate stylistic terminology 
(e.g., cubist, surreal, optic, 
impressionistic), and experiment 
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stylistic nuance 
are prevalent in 
works of art 
throughout the 
ages.  

with various compositional 
approaches influenced by these 
styles.  

Each of the 
genres of visual 
art (e.g., realism, 
surrealism, 
abstract/nonobjec
tive art, 
conceptual art, 
and others) is 
associated with 
appropriate 
vocabulary and a 
stylistic approach 
to art-making.  

1.3.5.D.3 Identify common and distinctive 
characteristics of genres of 
visual artworks (e.g., realism, 
surrealism, 
abstract/nonobjective art, 
conceptual art, and others) 
using age-appropriate 
terminology, and experiment 
with various compositional 
approaches influenced by these 
genres.  

         

The 
characteristics 
and physical 
properties of the 
various materials 
available for use 
in art-making 
present infinite 
possibilities for 
potential 
application.  

1.3.5.D.4 Differentiate drawing, painting, 
ceramics, sculpture, 
printmaking, textiles, and 
computer imaging by the 
physical properties of the 
resulting artworks, and 
experiment with various art 
media and art mediums to 
create original works of art.  

         

There are many 
types of aesthetic 

1.3.5.D.5 Collaborate in the creation of 
works of art using multiple art 
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arrangements for 
the exhibition of 
art. Creating or 
assembling 
gallery exhibitions 
requires effective 
time management 
and creative 
problem-solving 
skills. 

media and art mediums, and 
present the completed works in 
exhibition areas inside and 
outside the classroom.  

The creation of 
art is driven by 
the principles of 
balance, 
harmony, unity, 
emphasis, 
proportion, and 
rhythm/movemen
t.  

1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art 
elements and the principles of 
balance, harmony, unity, 
emphasis, proportion, and 
rhythm/movement in the 
creation of two- and three- 
dimensional artworks, using a 
broad array of art media and art 
mediums to enhance the 
expression of creative ideas 
(e.g., perspective, implied 
space, illusionary depth, value, 
and pattern).  

         

Themes in art are 
often 
communicated 
through 
symbolism, 
allegory, or irony. 
There are a wide 
variety of art 

1.3.8.D.2 Apply various art media, art 
mediums, technologies, and 
processes in the creation of 
allegorical, theme-based, two- 
and three-dimensional works of 
art, using tools and technologies 
that are appropriate to the 
theme and goals.  
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mediums, each 
having 
appropriate tools 
and processes for 
the production of 
artwork. Fluency 
in these 
mediums, and the 
use of the 
appropriate tools 
associated with 
working in these 
mediums, are 
components of 
art-making.  
The classification 
of art into various 
art genres 
depends on the 
formal aspects of 
visual statements 
(e.g., physical 
properties, 
theoretical 
components, 
cultural context). 
Many genres of 
art are associated 
with discipline-
specific arts 
terminology.  

1.3.8.D.3 Identify genres of art (including 
realism, abstract/nonobjective 
art, and conceptual art) within 
various contexts using 
appropriate art vocabulary, and 
solve hands-on visual problems 
using a variety of genre styles. 
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Universal themes 
exist in art across 
historical eras and 
cultures. Art may 
embrace multiple 
solutions to a 
problem. 

1.3.8.D.4 Delineate the thematic content 
of multicultural artworks, and 
plan, design, and execute 
multiple solutions to challenging 
visual arts problems, expressing 
similar thematic content. 

         

Each of the many 
genres of art is 
associated with 
discipline-specific 
arts terminology 
and a stylistic 
approach to art-
making.  

1.3.8.D.5 Examine the characteristics, 
thematic content, and 
symbolism found in works of art 
from diverse cultural and 
historical eras, and use these 
visual statements as inspiration 
for original artworks.  

         

The visual 
possibilities and 
inherent qualities 
of traditional and 
contemporary art 
materials 
(including digital 
media) may 
inform choices 
about visual 
communication 
and art-making 
techniques. 

1.3.8.D.6 Synthesize the physical 
properties, processes, and 
techniques for visual 
communication in multiple art 
media (including digital media), 
and apply this knowledge to the 
creation of original artworks.          
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Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate 

and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

Strand A. Aesthetic Responses  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1.4.2.A.1 Identify aesthetic qualities of 
exemplary works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art, and identify 
characteristics of the artists who 
created them (e.g., gender, 
age, absence or presence of 
training, style, etc.). 

X X X       

1.4.2.A.2 Compare and contrast culturally 
and historically diverse works of 
dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art that evoke emotion 
and that communicate cultural 
meaning.  

         

1.4.2.A.3 Use imagination to create a 
story based on an arts 
experience that communicated 
an emotion or feeling, and tell 
the story through each of the 
four arts disciplines (dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art). 

  X       

Each arts 
discipline (dance, 
music, theatre, 
and visual art) 
has distinct 
characteristics, as 
do the artists who 
create them. 

1.4.2.A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature   X       



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Music Kindergarten through Grade 8 

       52 

 found in works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art.  

Works of art may 
be organized 
according to their 
functions and 
artistic purposes 
(e.g., genres, 
mediums, 
messages, 
themes).  

1.4.5.A.1 Employ basic, discipline-specific 
arts terminology to categorize 
works of dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art according to 
established classifications.    X X X    

Formalism in 
dance, music, 
theatre, and 
visual art varies 
according to 
personal, cultural, 
and historical 
contexts.  

1.4.5.A.2 Make informed aesthetic 
responses to artworks based on 
structural arrangement and 
personal, cultural, and historical 
points of view.  

     X    

Criteria for 
determining the 
aesthetic merits 
of artwork vary 
according to 
context. 
Understanding the 
relationship 
between 
compositional 
design and genre 
provides the 

1.4.5.A.3 Demonstrate how art 
communicates ideas about 
personal and social values and 
is inspired by an individual’s 
imagination and frame of 
reference (e.g., personal, social, 
political, historical context).  

   X X X    
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foundation for 
making value 
judgments about 
the arts.  
Contextual clues 
to artistic intent 
are embedded in 
artworks. Analysis 
of archetypal or 
consummate 
works of art 
requires 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
culturally specific 
art within 
historical 
contexts. 

1.4.8.A.1 Generate observational and 
emotional responses to diverse 
culturally and historically 
specific works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art 

      X X X 

Art may be used 
for utilitarian and 
non-utilitarian 
purposes. 

1.4.8.A.2 Identify works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art that are 
used for utilitarian and non-
utilitarian purposes. 

      X X X 

Performance 
technique in 
dance, music, 
theatre, and 
visual art varies 
according to 
historical era and 
genre. 

1.4.8.A.3 Distinguish among artistic 
styles, trends, and movements 
in dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art within diverse cultures 
and historical eras. 

      X X X 

Abstract ideas 1.4.8.A.4 Compare and contrast changes       X X X 
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may be expressed 
in works of dance, 
music, theatre, 
and visual art 
using a genre’s 
stylistic traits.  

in the accepted meanings of 
known artworks over time, 
given shifts in societal norms, 
beliefs, or values.  

Symbolism and 
metaphor are 
characteristics of 
art and art-
making. 

1.4.8.A.5 Interpret symbolism and 
metaphors embedded in works 
of dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art. 

      X X X 

Awareness of 
basic elements of 
style and design 
in dance, music, 
theatre, and 
visual art inform 
the creation of 
criteria for 
judging 
originality. 

1.4.8.A.6 Differentiate between 
“traditional” works of art and 
those that do not use 
conventional elements of style 
to express new ideas.  

      X X X 

Artwork may be 
both utilitarian 
and non-
utilitarian. 
Relative merits of 
works of art can 
be assessed 
through analysis 
of form, function, 
craftsmanship, 

1.4.8.A.7 Analyze the form, function, 
craftsmanship, and originality of 
representative works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art.  

      X X X 



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Music Kindergarten through Grade 8 

       55 

and originality. 
 

 

Content Area Visual and Performing Arts  
Standard  1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate 

and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

Strand B. Critique Methodologies  
Content 

Statement CPI# Cumulative Progress 
Indicator (CPI)  

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Relative merits of 
works of art can 
be qualitatively 
and quantitatively 
assessed using 
observable 
criteria. 

1.4.2.B.1 Observe the basic arts elements 
in performances and exhibitions 
and use them to formulate 
objective assessments of 
artworks in dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 

X X X       

Constructive 
criticism is an 
important 
evaluative tool 
that enables 
artists to 
communicate 
more effectively.  

1.4.2.B.2 Apply the principles of positive 
critique in giving and receiving 
responses to performances.  

X X X       

Contextual clues 
are embedded in 
works of art and 
provide insight 
into artistic 

1.4.2.B.3 Recognize the making subject or 
theme in works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art.  X X X       
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intent. 
Identifying criteria 
for evaluating 
performances 
results in deeper 
understanding of 
art and art-
making.  

1.4.5.B.1 Assess the application of the 
elements of art and principles of 
design in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual artworks using 
observable, objective criteria.  

   X X X    

Decoding simple 
contextual clues 
requires 
evaluation 
mechanisms, such 
as rubrics, to sort 
fact from opinion. 

1.4.5.B.2 Use evaluative tools, such as 
rubrics, for self-assessment and 
to appraise the objectivity of 
critiques by peers.           

While there is 
shared vocabulary 
among the four 
arts disciplines of 
dance, music, 
theatre, and 
visual art, each 
also has its own 
discipline-specific 
arts terminology.  

1.4.5.B.3 Use discipline-specific arts 
terminology to evaluate the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
works of dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

   X X X    

Levels of 
proficiency can be 
assessed through 
analyses of how 
artists apply the 
elements of art 

1.4.5.B.4 Define technical proficiency, 
using the elements of the arts 
and principles of design. 

   X X X    
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and principles of 
design.  
Artists and 
audiences can 
and do disagree 
about the relative 
merits of artwork. 
When assessing 
works of dance, 
music, theatre 
and visual art, it 
is important to 
consider the 
context for the 
creation and 
performance of 
the work (e.g., 
Who was the 
creator? What 
purpose does the 
artwork serve? 
Who is the 
intended 
audience?).  

1.4.5.B.5 Distinguish ways in which 
individuals may disagree about 
the relative merits and 
effectiveness of artistic choices 
in the creation and performance 
of works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 

    X X    

Assessing a work 
of art without 
critiquing the 
artist requires 
objectivity and an 
understanding of 
the work’s 

1.4.8.B.1 Evaluate the effectiveness of a 
work of art by differentiating 
between the artist’s technical 
proficiency and the work’s 
content or form.  

      X X X 



Freehold Borough Public Schools 
Curriculum Management System 

Music Kindergarten through Grade 8 

       58 

content and form.  
Visual fluency is 
the ability to 
differentiate 
formal and 
informal 
structures and 
objectively apply 
observable 
criteria to the 
assessment of 
artworks, without 
consideration of 
the artist. 

1.4.8.B.2 Differentiate among basic 
formal structures and technical 
proficiency of artists in works of 
dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art. 

      X X X 

Universal 
elements of art 
and principles of 
design apply 
equally to artwork 
across cultures 
and historical 
eras. 

1.4.8.B.3 Compare and contrast examples 
of archetypal subject matter in 
works of art from diverse 
cultural contexts and historical 
eras by writing critical essays.  

      X X X 

 

 

 

 


